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EL SALVADOR: Threst Frcm the Right

The more selactive ute of vinlenca by r» treamests of the far right
reflects the lear that they witl lose political intitmesom ns the county
moves toward presidental atections oatly nexiyesr. They 4lso are
frustratad by their tailute 10 teversn the raform process, by the armed
force<’ loss of momentum on tho baltlefioid, ard by the qovernment's
dialogue with the insurgents Efforts (o curt) trwe Secrorist aclivily wi
continue fo be hampered by tha organizationa! m@epandanca of veafh
squads and vigilante groups, ns waoll as by 11 eesk resolve of
government and military authoritios

To eliminate challenges to iis power, the tx right traditionally has
used clvitian vigilante organizations, elementsaf fhe armed {orces,
and death squads funded and led by wealthy ¥iles.
Compartmantation, a rigid code of secrecy. ard B shi‘ting whirs of
extremis! leaders make astimating numbers O the terrorist
organizations and their personnel di‘ficult =

The breadth of terrorist operations, howawar. suggests that
perhaps a dozen groupa may be active at snygiven time. Some
groups frequently coordinate thelr aclivities, od 3 lew occasionsly
engage in violent rivairies with sach othera

Violence remains espaclally sevare In the mxmntryside, where
elaments such as tha Terriforial Servics anc Cv Defense Forcer—
which provide local security and collect inteligence for the military —
function as peasant vigilantas. In addition. civitan mercenaries md
fanatics allied with specific individuals or poilics groupings rouinedy
wage their own vendettas against suspected sitrversives and
personal enemies. Civiiian terrorists also empiy both active-duy and
retirad military personnel in their cnmpalgns.

Death squads in the Army and the thres secarity forces
apparently operats out of urban military headpssrters and rurai
outposts. They;SEEER are led by senlor eriissad personnel md
junior officers, and they may function with or stiout the knowtadge
of Immadiate supseriors. Some may owe allegance (0o military oticers
from other units or be on tha payroll of civiliar sponsors. (S NF}
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Motlvstions and Tactics

Although the lavel of violence sgainst suspecied subversives
remains {airly steady, the increasing selectivily of terrorist operations
refiects tha extrema right's growing sense of political 1sotation and
weskness. Extremists have stepped up oparations agsinst urion
feaders and others that they fear might rafty labor behind the
Christian Democrats in the elaction. Thay aiso are Intimidating
govsrament, military. snd Church officials who are supporting
economic rcfmmsc ~

Despits these efforts, Constituent Assaembly President
D'Aubuisson and other exireinist lsaders are likety 10 ba deeply
concernad about their failurs to form a coalition that can protect their
base of power. Although thay have impadad efforts by moderate
concervatives and liberals in the Assembly to codify land and other
relorms, they hava failed 10 halt these maaiures. Moreover, trair
sense of lrusiration is heightenad by government efforts to develop &
dialogue with the insurgents

D'Aubuisson and othar rightwing leadars now appear 1o belleve,
probably correctly, that the armad forces wilt be crucial in
determining their future role in national politics. Consequently, 8
minority of officers aligned with or sympathetic to D'Aubuisson’s
National Republican Alliance is maneuvering for greater powaer in the
military. @

The group hopes 10 take advantage of the conservative political
orientation of Defense Minister Vides by trying to insert itself into the
military hierarchy. Rightists aiso are urging Vides to adopt a more
aggressive siratagy on the battiefield and to assume a more direct
political rofe on behalf of tha military in the government g

Constrainis on Moderstion

The far right's growing influence in the miitary—the only
institution that can quai! extramist violence—is making Vides's
position increasingly difficult The Defense Minister’s adherence to
moderata and pragmatic leadership underscores his desire to
malintain armed forces unity while aleo ensuring greater cooperation
and matarial aid from Washington. At the sama time he probably feels
obligatad 10 respect the pravailing cnnsensus of the senior officer
corps on issuas pctentially embarrassing to the mimary.“
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Vides:a fwriher constrained by the knowiedge tha! soms of his
most effsciive commanders are ambitious allies of D'Aubuisson. in
addition, 'te aimost certainly reafizes that some of them have
knowledge of, or are directly invoived with, terrorist organizations.
Mi. “fut o' the fate of his moderate predecassor, General Garcia,
V|, proabily I8 unwilling to risk his owrn: position by forcing a halt to
extraflega!l activities.

The cauniry's corrupt and paralyzed judicial system and weak
and fractinus civilian government also impede any national leader
from cianpimg down on terrorism. This has been underacored by the
lack of pragress in a three-year legal case involving National
Guardamar who publicly confessed 10 murdering two US labor
advisars

The kllers have yet to be brought %0 trial. Moreover, two junior
officers wic are sald to have ordered the murders and furnished the
weapons are belicved to be undar protection from prosecution by
rightiet miitary officers aligned with D'Aubuisson’s political party.

Outiook

Growng public scrutiny of death-squad activity may provide
some tenporary consiraints on the ultraright as it weighs the possible
eflfect of he squads’ activities on US and other foreign support.
Neverthepss, external pressure on the military to purge itseif of
extremiss could provoke deep nationalistic resentment against
foreign personnel. it also may increase tensions between moderates
and the tr right as the elections approach. QEEEEER

The tireat of extremist violence, therefore, is likely to grow in
direc: priportion 10 the level of rightist frustration with the pofitical
situation anc. 10 & lesser extent, with the inability of the armed forces
to wage z more effective counterinsurgency effort. Over time, such
pressure coulld prompt conservative military officers and their clvitian
allies to Pot against Vides and any other leaders whom they m:
come to new as threatening their interests (IR




